
EDUCATION
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, CA
Master of City and Regional Planning (Urban Design Emphasis), With Distinction
 ▪ CRP Alumni Award for Academic Excellence and Professional Promise
 ▪ Jonas Urban Design Scholarship

Brown University, Providence, RI
B.A. Urban Studies
B.A. Architectural Studies
 ▪ Teaching and Research Assistantship
 ▪ Included coursework at Rhode Island School of Design

UC Berkeley Extension Landscape Architecture Program
Landscape Architecture Certificate

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Mobility Planner (Interim Position) 
City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, January 2014 – April 2015
 ▪ Managed the development and production of Great Streets for Los Angeles: A Complete Streets Design Guide, 

which is an accompanying document to Mobility Plan 2035 (the city’s updated General Plan Mobility Element).
 ▪ Engaged multiple City departments to collaboratively produce design/engineering guidelines supporting streets 

that work for all users and travel modes. 

Urban Designer and Planner
Melendrez (now RELM and Here LA, Los Angeles), April 2015 – April 2016 
 ▪ As part of an interdisciplinary planning, urban design, and landscape architecture team, worked collaboratively 

on a wide variety of projects including design guides/toolkits, long-range plans, neighborhood-scale urban 
design projects, and temporary “pop-up” urbanism.

 ▪ Embraced an approach to planning and design that is community-driven, place-specific and “people-first.”

Senior Urban Designer
RRM Design Group (San Leandro), December 2021 – 
 ▪ Coordinate interdisciplinary teams of urban designers, planners, architects, and landscape architects in 

Statewide projects encompassing multiple facets of design, planning, and policy. 
 ▪ Facilitate community-driven plans and projects by utilizing a range of virtual and in-person engagement 

strategies to empower a wide net of community members, stakeholders, and decision makers.
 ▪ Produce meaningful, high-quality deliverables, aiming for products that are impactful and vibrant while seeking 

efficiency throughout the project timeline.   

Space Planning and Organization Consultant
The Well-Ordered Space (Sole Proprietorship, San Francisco), July 2008 – June 2011
 ▪ Provided residential clients with a complete, personalized program for home organization and innovative uses of 

available space.
 ▪ Designed flexible, functional, and dynamic office layouts for innovative business spaces.

Urban Design Associate
PlaceWorks (Berkeley), June 2016 – December 2021
 ▪ Engaged multiple disciplines in a variety of collaborative design and planning projects of various scales – 

including multimodal corridor planning/design, active transportation plans, site design, and community planning.
 ▪ Empowered communities through inclusive engagement campaigns and targeted outreach, seeking diverse ranges 

of input to help shape community-driven plans and projects.

Architectural Historian 
GPA Consulting (El Segundo), December 2007 – September 2008
 ▪ Authored architectural descriptions and historical surveys as part of Historic Resource Evaluation Reports and 

Historic Context Statements. Completed field surveys, photographic documentation, and archival research.
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SELECTED COMPLETED AND ONGOING PROJECTS

Los Angeles Complete Streets Design Guide *
City of Los Angeles 

Active Transportation Strategic Plan
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)

Alisal Vibrancy Plan / Alisal Complete Streets Corridor Plan ** 
City of Salinas

Bay Area Slow Streets
Metropolitan Transportation Commission

Commuter Hub Branding and Signage Program
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC)

Livable West Long Beach (West Long Beach Livability Plan) *
City of Long Beach

Upper Ridge Community Plan *
Butte County

Objective Design Standards
Cities of Cupertino, Morro Bay, Goleta, Vista, and Carpinteria

Downtown Livermore Visioning Project
City of Livermore

Healdsburg North Entry Area Plan
City of Healdsburg

Green Places: Urban Greening and Placemaking Toolkit
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)

Space 134 Freeway Cap Park *
City of Glendale

Green TI: Terminal Island Freeway Decommissioning Project **
City of Long Beach

Downtown Plaza Phase II Conceptual Design
City of Newman

Richmond Ferry to Bridge to Greenway Complete Streets Plan **
City of Richmond, CA

Los Angeles Mobility Plan 2035 (General Plan Element) *
City of Los Angeles

Transit Supportive Planning Toolkit
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)

Santa Barbara Bicycle Master Plan
City of Santa Barbara

Connecting the Core Plan **
City of Brea

Los Gatos Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
City of Los Gatos

San Carlos Downtown Specific Plan
City of San Carlos

** Regional and State APA Awards
* Regional APA Award
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Emphases:

online portfolio: abrahamsheppard.com
abraham.sheppard@sbcglobal.net    415.596.1577
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